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Number of JEWS and Places of their 
Abode, according to RABBI BEN- 
JAMIN. 
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br. oV. 7133 
f At Egriphou 200 
j At Jabufteriza 100 
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of JEWS, iSc. 

br. ov.. 64755' 
Chap. 1 2. 

At Bagdad 100 o 
f At Gehiagen 5000 
' At Babel, or 
Babylon 20000 
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br. ov. 382675 
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g I Lamhala - 500 
Alexandria - 3000 



carr. ov. 390275 | 



JEWS, 6?c. xiii 
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ro i Tennes - 40 
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N. B. To thefe may be added three Hundred 
and fifty Thoufand Independent Ifraelites, which 
he pretended to dilcover in the -Kingdoms of 
Thema and Chebar j concerning which, fee my 
Reflexions in the Differtation,— -Another Par- 
ticular muft not pals unnoticed. The Jews of 
Poumbeditha are numbered twice over. In the 
eleventh Chapter he reckons Two Thoufand, 
and in the thirteenth Three Thoufand. As the 
imallefl Typographical Error may confound this, 
or any other Calculation, I have placed the 
Chapters containing each particular Number, in 
fuch a Manner, as will enable the Reader to 
<fet himfelf right with little Trouble, 
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ERRATA. 

In the ^(l Word of the firft Arabic Quotation, P. 45, 
after Mini, read Dal", in the 6th Word, for Kaf final read 
ST a final ; in the 13th, for Ba read Fa ; in the J4th, for Kaf 
fin. con. read the Prop. Fe ; in the 15th, for Alif read Ra\ 
the i 6th fliould be fpelr Waw, Ta, Want) Lam : in the 19th, 
the laft Letter Ihould be fha final ; in the 26th Word, in 
Place of He read Mim med. con * in the 28th, for Ain and 
Alif read Ta. There are other trifling Inaccuracies, of 
Medials for Finals, and Finals for Initials, here, and elfe- 
where, not at all to be wondered at, co'nfidering what little 
Encouragement is given to Oriental Learning. 




DISSERTATION. 



B ENJAMIN, to whofe Travels I am 
about to introduce the Reader, was, 
according to popular Tradition, a celebrated 
Rabbi of the twelfth Century, highly e- 
fteemed by his own People, and well known 
to the learned World. It is generally agreed 
that he was a Native of Tudela, in the 
ancient Kingdom of Navarre •, that he be- 
gan his Travels in 1160, and returned A. 
D. 1 173, I have never been able to difcover 
what Tribe he belonged to, or what in- 
duced him to travel. For his Father Ja- 
nah is lefs known than his Son. 

The Book, fuch as it is, has gone through 
various Editions. The firft was printed at 
Conftantinople, A. D. 1543. The fecond 
at Ferrara, 1556. The third at Fribourg, 
1583. B. A. Montanus publilhed a Latin 
Tranflation of it at Anvers, r 1575, which 

B did 




C 2 ) 

‘lid To little Honor to that great Man, that 
in 1 633, Conftantine L’Empereur publifhed 
another, at Leyden, accompanied, with the 
Hebrew Text and Notes at the End; but 
whether that Edition was infuflkient to fa- 
tisfy the Avidity of his numerous Readers, 
or for what other Reafon I know not, he 
published two Editions more in the fame 
Year, at the feme Place, one in Latin, and 
the other in Hebrew, both without^ Notes. 
A little before this he publifhed another 
Hebrew Edition at Bale, a Copy of which 
the learned Buxtorf fent to the great Jofeph 
Scaliger,, who received it as a very confider- 
•able Prefent, and made honorable Mention 
of it in a Letter, which the former publifh- 
ed in part of his Works. In 1666, it was 
printed at Amfterdam, with a Dutch Tran- 
ffation by Bara, together with the Mikve 
(or Hope of Ifrael) of the celebrated Rabbi 
ManaiTah Ben Ifrael. This Tranflation was 
reprinted' at the fame place, with the fame 
Book in 1698, and thefe two Books, tran- 
fkted into German, but in Rabbinical Cha- 
racters by Chajim Ben Jacob, werereprinted 
at Amfterdam, in 1691. This German 
Vterfton was again printed at Francfort upon 
the Mein* in 17*1, to which if we add a 
new Edition of Arras Montanus, together 
ftuth the DifTertation of C. L’Empereur, 
publiftied at Helmftadt, in 1636, and young 
J.. P. Baratiar’s French Tranilfetion pub- 
lifhed 
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fiffied at Amsterdam, in 1734, there hare 
been no lefs than fourteen Editions. I never 
heard, from any tolerable Authority, that the 
Book was ever printed in England, and till 
fome time after I iffuedmy Propofals, never 
heard of a French Franjlalicn. That which 
I tranflated from was the Hebrew Edition 
of C. L’Empereur ; it was a prefent from 
my learned Friend, Mr* Jofeph Broomhead, 
who procured it from the Library of a cer- 
tain modern Orientalift, lately deeeafed. I 
have fince feen various Editions, all which* 
except Baratier’s, which is far from being 
perfect, fcarce merit the Name of a Tranf- 
lation. To him I am indebted for many 
excellent Hints in my Notes and Differ- 
tation, and had I feen his Tranflation fix 
Months ago, I fhould have publifhed this 
Work in two Volumes, making a feparate 
©he of his excellent Diflertations 5 which 
would not only have illuftrated Benjamin, 
but at the fame time have thrown great 
Light upon the Hrftory of thofe dark 
Times, in which he lived. 

Having thus given an Account of the 
Author, together with the various Editions- 
of his fuppofed Travels, we are naturally 
led to conlider the different Teftimonies and 
Opinions of learned Men, concerning the 
Author. According to Abraham Zacouth, 
he died very foon after his Return, 

rrr 
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njts> ionn iwdd.i fen pon ( *ni 
l^'o^niT 1^2* feuin iirdh Aprin 

(0 ♦♦ few* bib 

Rabbi Benjamin, Author of the Travels, 
that mighty Luminary, whofe Sun arofe over 
all Ifrael, died in the Year 933, (which 
anfwers to A. D. 1173.) R. David Gans, in 
his Chronology, gives us a (2) fuller Account 
in the following Words. 

nimon fen r 6 *iiao mv in ?*o*:in *ni 
DDit^oi 3/10:11 feinrvm ni2*n:i n:nw w 
*£ 311 * 2 * cfeis/i *pfe rw Sts* fen 
nnni nw «n wn cnpo fern 12**0221 
•*^JR *£)£) 3 /otw 12* n**w tD*inin fe 
m*po in inir qji inon on roi not* 
noipon nnnty D*iin*n ioddi D*feun 
cnnnnn D*imn fe ntt avon 1020 
l*o*:n niyoo mo t*ip:n won D*osn 3 
run (i poi twin conn t*inn t^***n n*,n 

ofenn nwn no moono imt^ intti 

Benjamin, Son of Jonah, of Tudela, the 
Author of the Travels, fetting out from the 

Territory 



(1) Abraham Zacouth was Profeflbr at Salamanca, and 
Aftronomer, as well as Hiftoriographer to the King of Por- 
tugal, in the latter end of the fifteenth Century. 

(a) This is a mere Paraphrafe of the Hebrew Preface. 
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Territory of Navarre, by one Continued 
Journey, travelled through the three diffe- 
rent Quarters of the World, Europe, Africa, 
and Afia, and to whatever Place he came* 
he took down in Writing whatever he faw 
or heard from the beft Authority. He alfo* 
gives an Account of many Princes and it* 
luftrious Perfonages, together with the num- 
ber of Jews in thofe Places which he v if ted. 
AH which Things, you will find as I have 
described them, printed in a Book, named 
the Book of the Journies of Benjamin* 
This Man was moreover a moft difcreet and 
intelligent Perfon. After he had finifhed 
his Travels, he died in the Year 933. R* 
Ifaac, B, Aram fays, R. Benjamin of old* 
the Author of the Travels, or Journal, has 
informed us, that he faw with his own 
Eyes, in the metropolitan City of Bagdad,, 
many thoufands of independent Jews ; that 
on the Anniverfary of the King’s Birth-Day* 
a Prince (by which he means the Chief of 
the Exiles, or Captivity) of the Seed of 
David, rode in the fecond Chariot, in Honor, 
of whom the People t fhouted glorioufly — 
Prepare ye the Way, for the Son of David. 
Though by the Way, Benjamin-does not 

fay thoufands , but DHW 1ED about a 

thoufand Jews. Neither does he fay, that 
the Chief of the Exiles had this Honor 
paid him oa the King’s (by which he mean* 

B 3 the 
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the Caliph’s) Birth Day, but only once in 
his Life Time; namely, when he was ap- 
pointed to that Office, by the Caliph.— 
Abraham Peritfol Ore. Olam, tacitly de*r 
fends our Author, in that Part of his Hif- 
tory, which feems to deferve the leaft Cre^ 
dit : for he not only deferibes the Road by 
which a certain Jew came from Habor ; but 
alfo propofes, in a very particular Manner,, 
the Way by which he* or any other Perfotj 
might Return thither. In a modern Col- 
ledtion of Voyages and Travels, I find a 
much larger Account, together v.ith an Ex- 
tra#, the Subftance of which is briefly this,— 
“ That few oriental Books are better known 
“ to the learned World. That he is held in 
<c great Credit by his Countrymen and fome 
“ Chriftians alfo.” — That there have beeq 
no lefs than fixteen Editions of if* which 
are two more than I ever heard of, unlef? 
he reckons his own Extradt one Edition : 
which, though it is the longed: Account 
that has hitherto appeared in the Englifh 
Language, is at beft but a partial Para r 
phrafe of other confe/Tedly imperfedt Tran- 
slations. “ All which (according to his own 
“ Account) have been faulty and incorrect, 
“ chiefly by Miftakes of Tranfcribers in the 
“ Text, . where. we have many Names' of 
“ Countries, Cities, and Princes, that never 
“ were heard of in any ' other Author. 
“ Many Errors have been detedfced by com r 

“ paring 
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c< paring different Editions, which afforded 
tc us Room to hope, that fome Time or 
“ other, fo judicious a Critic may arife, as 
“ will be able to corredt them all, and give 
“ us this Author in his genuine Purity. He 
“ then, very gravely observes — — Notwith- 
“ ftanding his great Reputation, fome very 
“ confiderable Writers, well vorfed in He- 
“ brew Learning, have attacked this Author 
“ with great Vivacity. And after giving the 
“ different Opinions of Wagenfail, Hottin- 
“ ger, and Spanheim, foon after concludes.— 
“ He has certainly exaggerated fome Things, 
“ and miftaken many more. What then ? 
4t we find in him many Things curious and 
“ entertaining, which we can find no where 
“ elfe.” To which he might have add- 
ed, that many of our Nation, of very high 
Rank and Eminence in the learned World, 
have quoted this Author (for want of better 
Materials) on divers Occafions. After re- 
lating the Opinions of others, my Readers 
will naturally expedfc my own Sentiments on 
the fame Subjedt. They will perhaps fup- 
pofe me greatly prejudiced in Favor of an 
Author, which I have taken the Pains to 
tranflate ; but in this Refpedt, they are 
greatly deceived : The Attention with which 
1 have been obliged to examine the Book, 
in order to tranflate it faithfully, and il- 
Juftrate it accordingly, has made me difcovet 
fo many grofs Errors $ fo many Fables and 

ridiculous 
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ridiculous Absurdities, that I cannot, fo* 
my Life, comprehend why fo many refpeft- 
able Men have paid fo much Attention to 
fo contemptible an Author. My Judg- 
ment may appear at firft a little too rath and 
Severe to thofe, who, from Intereft and In- 
clination, are of another Way of thinking, 
yet when they confider the Principles on 
which I ground thefe Affertions, they inn ft, 
unlefs I flatter myfelf, be Confuted, if not 
convinced. Few Men venture to think for 
themfeives. Fewer ftifl are able to think 
as they ought to think. For, thefe Reafcns 
ail the Authors already quoted, and many 
more, have fuppofed, from the Title of the 
Book, its Antiquity and Reputation, that 
Benjamin actually made the Tour which he 
pretends to describe ; and for that Reafon 
have endeavoured to reconcile the moft ir- 
reconcileable Paflages, rather than attempt 
to call in Queftion the Reputation of fo 3- 
luftrious a Traveller. The Public w31 be 
greatly furprized, if I attempt to prove, by 
Arguments drawn from the Book itfeif, that 
this is nothing more than a pretended Tour, 
C. L*£mpereur perceived it in many Places, 
but whatever his Reafons were, contented 
himfelf by faying, that he fufpe&ed Benjamin 
of defcribing many Places which he never 
vifited ; and that he took many Things 
more upon hear-fay. The Writer of th* 
Hebrew Preface, who though a Jew, and 

consequently 
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confequently a Well-Wifher to the Author 
and his Performance, was, apparently of 
the fame Opinion. But I affirm that it will 
be no unreafonable Conjecture to fuppofe 
that he never left his native Tudela. 1 
cannot truft him out of Spain at any Rate. 
I appeal to Benjamin himfelf, who all Jew 
as he was, fee ms to be afhamed of the 
Forgery which he intended to impofe upon 
the World ; and for this Reafon fpeaks in 
an equivocal Manner ; never making Ufe 
of the firft Perfon, I went, I was, I came to 
fuch, or fuch a Place, but three or four 
Times in the whole Journal, two Inftances 
of which are to be met with in the firft 
Page. His having Recourfe to. an Ellipfis 
in other Paffages, which the Tranflator may 
fupplyby— I went, you go, one may go, &c. 
is another corroborating Circumftance tend- 
ing to prove that he had this Subter- 
fuge always in View to fave his Honor, in 
Cafeof an Attack. But fuppofe he had fpoken, 
as C. L’Empereur frequently makes him 
fpeak, without any Authority from the 
Hebrew Text, it will be no difficult Mat- 
ter to prove him an Impoftor, from many 
other more enormous Faults ! He never 
travelled intoChina ; he almoft owns it, and 
if he did not, the impertinent Fable, which 
he relates of the Griffins, would convince us 
of it,. What fhall we fay to his Account of 
the Indies, of Chenerag, er Chinrag; of 




( 10 > 

the exceflive Heat of Haoulam, which fome 
fuppofe to be Ceylon, fo differently de- 
fcribed by the beft modern Geographers ? 
Who fhall perfwade me that he ever travel- 
led into Perfia, after reading the Account 
which he gives us of fo many Provinces* 
Cities, &c. which are never mentioned by 
any other Traveller ? To fay nothing of 
Daniel’s Cofln, the number of Sanhedrims* 
Colleges, Profeft'ors, &c. which never ex- 
ifted but in his own intoxicated Imagination* 
His confounding the Province of Da* 
breftan with the City Dariftan, upon the 
Oxus, and his Forgery of the Jews of 
Niflbof, are of a Piece with the Reft. Shall 
we credit his Account of Arabia, which he 
tranfports to the North of Babylon, to 
make it with the greater Security the Resi- 
dence of his imaginary Rechabites ? Have 
we any greater Reafon to believe him, what 
he fpeaks of Aftyria or Mefopotamia ? after 
considering the Blunders which he makes Ift 
defcribing the Diftances of Places from each 
other ? Was he ever at Bagdad, which he 
pretends to defcribe in fo cireumftantial a 
Manner ? How then comes it to pafs that* 
he is unacquainted with the Name of the 
reigning Caliph ? Shall we credit his Dd~ 
icription of Paleftrne, after what he adr 
vances concerning the Situation of the 
Brook Jabbok? Of the River Jordan’* 
mixing its Waters with Arnon, three Leagu« 

from. 
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from its Source, though Jordan rifes beyond 
Gsafarea Philippi, and Arnon is fuppofed to 
roll into the dead Sea, forty Leagues from 
that Place, without encountering Jordan in 
its Paflage. What lhall we fay of Mount 
Carmel and Moriah ? The Tombs of the 
Patriarchs, thofe of the Kings, Lot’s Wife, 
the Wall of the Temple, Solomon’s Stables, 
the Samaritans, the Rib of the Giant Ab- 
carnaz, and other rabbinical Dreams ? Shall 
we credit his Report of Egypt, after read- 
ing his Account of the School of Ariftotle, 
at Alexandria ? The Glafs Mirror on the 
Pharos, and the Superiority of the Egyp- 
tians over the Greeks, till the DeftrutfEion 
of that brittle Mirror, by Sodoros, the 
Greek Captain of his own Invention? When 
he fpeaks of the lflands in the Archipelago, 
he renders himfelf ridiculous, by taking two 
Days to perform a Voyage, which even a 
Weft-Country Barge might accomplifh in 
three or four Hours. What he advances of 
Greece* ought to make his Admirers blufli 
to the very Eye-Brows. What a ftrange 
Jump from Thebes to Walachia in three 
Days, without paffing by, or through more 
than three Towns worth mentioning, and 
thefe three altogether unknown to us, even 
at this Time, consequently imaginary. The 
unknown Cities again* which he mentions 
from Walachia to C onftan t i nop le* which ex- 
ited only in that Fait of Greece* which was 

fituated 
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fituated in his crazy Noddle, with the incx- 
cufable OmifTion ofSalonichi (unlefs he con- 
founds it with Saloufki) are unpardonable 
Errors, which proclaim aloud, in Characters 
too legible to be overlooked, that Benjamin 
re an Impoftor ! — I fhall fay but little of 
Italy, any School Boy may deteCt him, when 
he fpeaks of Benevento, Solomon’s fweating 
Pillars at Rome, the Statues of Abfalom and 
Sam Ton in the fame Place ! the great Palace 
of Galbin, the fourfcore Palaces of the 
fourfcore Kings, Haderezer and Romulus, 
who (according to our Rabbi) built fo many 
hiding Places to play at bopeep in, when he 
was apprehenfive of being invaded by King 
David, and Joab, his Captain of theHoft. 
One of his belt Strokes I had almoft forgot- 
ten, that is, his burying R. Akiba, one of 
the ten Martyrs of the Kingdom, both at 
Rome, and at the Village of Lephras in 
Babylon. All which would juftify me in 
taking out a Statute of Lunacy, in order to 
confine my Pilgrim at Tudela, but I fcom 
to be fo ill-natured, and fhall (at the Intreaty 
of his Friends) permit him to make the 
Tour of Spain, and fome Part of Italy, if 
they defire it. 1 will not reproach him for 
the OmifTion of many confiderable Events, 
with which he might have enriched the 
Work, but I can by no means pardon hir% 
or even reftrain myfelf from abufing him* 
fox neglecting to make Mention of the 

famous 
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famous (3)R. Mofes Ben Maimon, firnamed 
the Egyptian, who flouriffied at Cairo, at 
the very Time when he pretends to havfc 
vifited Egypt. That great Name alone 
would have done more Honor to this Book, 
and its Author, than all the unknown Rab- 
bis in it. How fhall we account for this 
unpardonable Omiffion ? Was it Forgetful- 
nefs? Was it Inadvertency? Was it Jealoufy, 
Contempt, or Party Spirit? Whatever Prin- 
ciple this injurious *Silence proceeded from, 
it renders the Author contemptible, and his 
Work fufpe&ed, by all thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the Merit of the juftly cele- 
brated Egyptian Mofes, whofe Fame had 
not only filled the Synagogues of Egypt, 
but all the World, and whofe Works will 
be admired as long as they are underftood. 
Another Omiffion of the like Nature is to 
be found in the fixth Chapter, where he 
pretends to vifit Rhodes, and never mentions 

C the 



X 3 ) Otherwife called by a common Abbreviation £3^^^ 
Rambam, or by a Euphony, Ramban. Though he is more 
^generally known to the Chriftian Reader, by the Name of 
Maimonides. He was about thisTirae Phyfician to the Egyp- 
tian .Caliph, and was fo eminent for his Skill, that every 
Day at his Return from Court, he found his Houfe full of 
Jews and Gentiles, Judges and Minifters, Friends and 
Enemies, that as he obferves in a Letter to R. Aben Tib- 
hon, he had fcarce Time to eat his Vi£luats. “JJJ 

wd:) op *6 nra From Mofes the Lawgiver 
to Mofes the Egyptian , no Man arofe- like Mofes the Egyp « 
Mmy — is a common Proverb, very juftly applied. 
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the great Abraham Abe:} Ezra, who not 
only refided there at that Time, but at leaft 
nine Years before *, and who died very near 
the fame Place A. D. 1 1 74, which was the 
Year after Benjamin’s fuppofed return and 
Death. It will be needlefs for me to remind 
the learned Reader of his neglecting to 
mention Mofes Ben Naaman at Girona, or 
Zechariah the Levite, Profeffor at Lunel, 
who .was the Author of that Book called 
*T1^D Maor, or the Luminary, and who, 
afterwards, entered the Lifts of literary 
Warfare againft the great DoCtor Alphefi, 
who pafled for the Oracle of the weftern 
Jews. The Modefty and Simplicity with 
which our Author affeCts to fpeak of his 
Brethren in Europe is no other than a deep 
laid Artifice, in order to render more 
credible the marvellous Stories which he 
defigned to invent and propagate, concern* 
ing his Brethren in Alia, and Africa. Im 
ilead of exalting his own Nation in Europe, 
where he intended to publifh his Perform- 
ance, he on the contrary leflens their Num- 
ber. At Rome he places only two hundred 
Jews, where there are now ten thoufand at 
leaft ; and what makes the Matter ftill more 
extraordinary, is, that the Jews, according to 
his. Relation, were then very powerful in that 
City, and great Favourites with the reign- 
ing Pontif, At C.onftantinQple, where by 

h» 
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his own Confeffion they were treated, like 
Slaves, not permitted to live within the 
City, not fuffered to ride on Horfeback, 
beaten in the Streets, and befpattered ky. 
the Tanners, he places no lefs than two 
thoufand Rabbinites, and five hundred Ka- 
raites. The farther he gets (or pretends to 
get) from Home, the more the Number 
increafes, tens are added to thoufands, and 
hundreds to tens, imaginary Regions, De- 
ferts the moft tremendous, and hitherto 
fuppofed uninhabited, contain the moft 
powerful and extenftve Empires, of free and 
independent Ifraelites, who are in Subjection 
to no Prince of the Gentiles ; “ but on the 
“ contrary, are a Terror to all their Neigh- 
“ hours, on whom they make frequent De- 
** fcents, and bear away the Spoil to their 
w ftrong Holds, and inacceflible Faftneftes ; 
“ where they are in no Danger of being 
“ purfued.” What ftill farther ferves to 
confirm what I have already obferved, is 
the apparent Motive, which induced him to 
publilh this Work. The chief End and 
Defign which this Rabbi, and his Imitators, 
who have endeavoured to pafs the like 
Fictions upon the World, had in View, 
was to comfort their Brethren, who groaned 
under the Yoke of Edom and Ilhmael (for 
io they call Chriftians and Mahometans) by 
Battering them in their Exile, with the 
pleafing Idea of an imaginary Power, in 

C 2 imaginary 
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imaginary Countries ; in Order to prove 
that the Sceptre is not yet departed from 
Judah, and confequently that the Mefliah 
is yet to come. By thefe Methods, this 
unhappy People flill pretend to parry that 
Objection, which Chriftians advance againft 
them, drawn from Gen. 49. 10. “ The 
“ Sceptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor 
“ a Lawgiver from between his Feet, until 
“ Shiloh come : and unto him fhall the 
“ gathering of the People be.” However 
wretched and ill-grounded this Subterfuge 
muft appear to us, many of their moft emi- 
nent Teachers are not afhamed to have Re- 
courfe to it, and to fupport themfelves for 
that EfFedt, upon the Authority of our Ben- 
jamin, to confirm the Hope of Ifrael. From 
all which I conclude, and think 1 have a juft 
Right fo to do, that Rabbi Benjamin, the 
great Traveller, the great Luminary of 
Ifrael, never travelled out of Spain, that he 
compofed this Work to blind the Eyes of 
his Brethren, and to confirm them in their 
Impenitence and obftinate Rejection of the 
true Meffiah, in whom all the Prophecies of 
the Old Teftament are fo clearly fulfilled, 
To give the better Face and Coloring to 
the Matter, he retired to fome obfcure Part 
of Spain, and there continued for fome 
Years * after which he made his Appear- 
ance* not at Tudela, or any other Part of 
Navarre, but in the Province of Caftile, 

where 




C 17 ) 

where he was* Iefs known, and confequentfy 
the more eafily credited. This is both 
reafonable and natural, and ferves to lhew* 
that the true Reading of a difputed Paffage 
in the Hebrew Preface, is IDV' “ Thefe 
“ Things with him — and not — *7{4’* 

To his People or Country, where he was 
probably reppted a notorious Liar, and 
where he might either exped to be laughed 
at for a Fool, or be puniffied as a public 
Cheat and Impofter. Some of the Authors 
which he compiled from (for a Compiler he 
was) were valuable ones. Such were thoie 
who defcribed the Alchafchifchins, or Affef- 
fins, the Dogzien, or Drufians, who are 
called Darariens, by an Arabian Author ; 
the River Nile, the Feaft of the Camel, &c. 
Others were of an inferior Rate, fuch were 
thofe from whom he copied his Account of 
the Afeans, or Defendants of Ham* The 
Story of the Griffins, Chenerag, Haou- 
lam, &c. which might however contain 
ferae valuable Anecdotes, if he had Tran- 
f ribed them fairly and impartially ; but the 
Misfortune is, that either through Care?- 
feffnefs, Ignorance, or Defign, he has fo dif- 
gulfed the plaineft Fads, that the different 




( IS ) 

of the Authors were probably written by 
Chriftians, either in Greek, or Latin ; which 
Languages he was but fuperficially acquaint- 
ed with. Having read fome what of the 
Feaft of the Camel, he immediately con- 
founded it with the Faft of Ramadan •, be- 
caufe, perhaps, his Author faid, “ when he 
“ was at the Celebration of the Feaft of the 
Camel, it happened to fall on the Month of 
Ramadan ; which might be the Cafe, by 
fuppofing that one, if not both, were move- 
able, like the Jewifh Paffover, or the Chri£ 
tian Eafter. Again, he fays, that the Caliph 
never went out but once in the Year ; be- 
caufe fome Author (who had actually vi- 
fited Bagdad) whofe Language Benjamin did 
not perfectly understand, might fay, that he 
had never leen the Caliph more than once, 
during his abode in that City ; which might 
probably be true. That he went out more 
frequently is clear and evident, becaufe he 
was obliged by the Nature of his Office to 
preach, or at leaft harangue the People every 
Friday, unlefs (though rarely) he appointed' 
his Son, or one of his Minifters to do it for 
him : What he advances of the Grandeur 
and Magnificence of the Caliph, is another 
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that flourifhing State, which he defcribes ; 
but it was greatly diminifhed, and almoft 
totally ruined, long before the Commence- 
ment of the twelfth Century. Zenghin 
again, which he calls Zinaldin, is, in one 
Part of the Book, faid to be the reigning 
Prince at Mouful, when he vifited that 
City ; and in another, that he was alive in 
David Elrois* Time. This might have been 
the Cafe, by fuppofing that he began his 
Reign when he was very young, and lived 
to a good old Age ; but it appears from 
much better Authority, that Zenghin, (or 
as fome call him Zenghy) died A. D. i 
about twenty-feven Years before Benjamin’s 
pretended Vifit. But as this was the laft 
King of Mouful, that he had read any Ac- 
count of, he made no Scruple to tell us that 
he was the reigning Monarch, when he 
wrote his Journal. That the fame Zenghin, 
was VajTal to the King of Perfia, is equally 
improbable. His Chronological Error con- 
cerning the Time of the Impoftor David 
Elrois’ Appearance, merits the like Cenfure, 
from the Teftimony, even of R. David 
Gantz, and other Jewifh Writers. From 
all which 1 conclude, that Rabbi Benjamin 
was a Compiler, and a very indifferent 
Compiler into the Bargain, whofe puerile 
Credulity, whofe falfe Zeal for Ifrael, and 
whofe grofs Ignorance of Geography, Chro- 
nology and Hiftory, have laid open to 

Detection, 
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Dete&ion, and given me an Opportunity 
of (hewing him to the. Englifh Reader, in 
his true Colors. If ever therefore another 
( 4 ) Hebrew Edition fliould happen to bo 
published, (which I am apt to think will* ha 
the Cafe) the firft Word in the Title Page, 
may, by a common Rabbinical Contraction, 
be which contains the initials of 

the fentence. 

ro*n 1® niyrn 

The Journies of Rabbi Benjamin, qi 
BH3 D’an bsr]®,Q a Catalogue of many 
Lies. Few of my Readers,, after what! has 
been faid, will expeCfc to fee a Map of our 
Author’s Travels ; fuck an Attempt would 
be the greateft Burlefque upon. Geography 
that can poftihly be imagined. Reduce th» 
Univerfe to its primaeval Chaos, confound 
Afia with Africa, North with South, Eaft 
with Weft, and Heat with Cold ; make 
Cities Provinces, and Provinces .Cities ; 
People uncultivated; Defarts, with free and 
independent Jews, and depopulate the moft 
flourilhing Cities and Kingdoms ; make 
Rivers run when and where you pleafe, and 
call them by any Names but the right* 

One* ; 
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Ones •, take Arabia upon your Back, and 
carry it to the North of Babylon. Turn 
the North Pole, South, or any other Way you 
pleafe ; make a new Ecliptic Line, and 
place it in .the mod whimfical and excentric 
Pofition, which the mod Hobby-horfical 
Imagination can poflibly conceive or de- 
fcribe, and fitch a Map will beft fuit fiuch 
an Author . The fame Reafbn would apo- 
logize for my pafling over in Silence the 
Terms which are made Ufe of in defcribing 
the Diftances of the Places mentioned in 
this Book from each other. Though I 
would not advife my Readers, when they 
make the Tour of the World to take Ben- 
jamin for their Guide, yet my own Honor 
obliges me to tell them, that a Parafang is 
a Meafure which is frequently ufed by 
Arabian, Perfian, Chaldaean, and Greek 
Writers. Among the ancient Perfians, it 
confifted of 3333 Paces, and eighteen made 
a Degree ; among the Moderns it is com- 
puted to be equal to 3000 Paces, and twenty 
make up a Degree. A Jewifh Parafang is 
equal to four Miles, and fifteen fuch Pa- 
rafangs make a Degree. For the Journies 
or Stations, they are about feven Hours or 
twenty Miles, but a (5) learned Author 
has faid fo much already on this Subject, 
that nothing new can be advanced upon it. 

^ After 

($) C. L’Empereur has fpent the greater Part of hi* 
DHTcrtation on this Subject. 
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After all that I have faid, let not the Reader 
think me fo far difgufted with my Author 
as to look upon him as abfolutely ufe- 
lefs. After having unmafked, chaftifed, and 
humbled him, I proceed in the laft Place 
to do him Juftice, and explain his Ufe, in 
Order to make appear, that he is not al- 
together a dead Weight upon the Englifh 
Language, as well as to juftify myfelf for 
translating him. In the firft Place, he is 
of a Century fo obfcure, fo barren of good 
Authors (at leaft in our Part of the World) 
that we ought to be overjoyed at the Difcoyery 
of any Author ; any, even the leaft Mo- 
nument, which might ferve to throw Light 
upon fo dark an Age. During this and 
fome Centuries* which preceded and fol- 
lowed it, grofs Ignorance^ Barbarity and 
Superftition, had fpread its baleful Influence 
over the Chriftian World, during which 
Time the liberal .Arts were cultivated only 
by Jews, Greeks, and Arabians j as if the 
Sciences, enraged at the Treatment which 
they received from Chriftians, chofe rather 
to take Refuge with thofe who were called 
Barbarians, then to continue any longer with* 
a People plunged in Superftition, i Or rather 
let us fay it was Superftition herfelf, which 
banifhed Learning from Chtiftendom, the 
better to invent and propagate thofe Errors 
which thrive beft in Darknefs add Obfcurifcyf 
Rabbi Benjamin was. a high feafoned Jew, 

which 
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which the Synagogue produced in thofe ex- 
traordinary Times, who, though he is not 
to be compared with fome of his Cotempo- 
raries, is neverthelefs valuable, ift. On 
Account of the Stile in which the Book is 
written ; which, with fome few Exceptions, 
is pure and limple, and in my Opinion one 
of the beft Introductions to the Rabbinical 
Dialed!: that ever was penned. For this 
Reafon, I at firft intended to publifh the 
Original, together with the Tranflation, but 
was prevented by two ferious Confiderations. 
2d. It throws more Light upon the Times, 
than a whole Legion of Monkifti Writers, 
whofeBigotry and Ignorance corrupted the 
beft Religion, as Maggots do the beft Meat. 
3dly. It ftiews how ignorant the Jewifti 
Teachers were in Matters of Geography and 
Hiftory, together with the State and Num- 
ber of Jews throughout the World. *Tis 
true he is to be fufpedfced on this latter Head, 
but as we have no Memoirs more exact, we 
muft make the beft of this. 4th. From him 
we learn, what were the particular Rights, 
Cuftoms, and prevailing Opinions of his 
own Nation; which Chriftians may make 
a good Ufeof, by explaining the Scriptures, 
and confuting the Jews upon their own 
Principles. 5thly. He acquaints us with 
many Particulars, which are not to be found 
tlfe where, and eohfirms and illuftrates, what 
other Authortdiave obfeurely hinted at. -He 
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tells us, for Example, that though the Al- 
chafchifchins, or Afleffins acknowledged 
Mahomet for the Prophet of God (which 
we know from other Books) yet the Ma- 
hometans confidered them as Enemies, and 
not as their Brethren, undoubtedly for this 
Reafon, becaufe the latter could not bear to 
think, that they fhould call their Elder of 
the Mountains, the Vicar of Mahomet. He 
farther informs us, that the Founder of this 
Secft was one Comb at, and tells us what 
particular Weapon they madeufe of. Thofe 
who have fpoken of the Afleffins (from a 
miftaken Paffage of Marco Polo) have con- 
founded thofe of Syria, with thofe of Perfia, 
who are the Muletans, and have thought, 
that there were no other Afleffins but thofe 
of Syria, whofe Metropolis was Mulet. But 
Benjamin explains the Venetian Traveller, 
by diftinguifhing the Afleffins of Syria, whofe 
Metropolis was Kormos, from the Muletans 
of Perfia, who are a People, and not a 
City ; whofe chief Refidence (according to 
Haython) was Tigado. He moreover ac- 
quaints us with the Extent of their Country 
that they were a Terror to their Neigh* 
hours ; that they waged War againft Chrifl 
tians in general, and the King of Tripoli in 
particular. It is from Benjamin, that we 
know that the Druziens (for Dogzien is a 
Corruption of Druzien ; were in Syria in the 
Beginning of the twelfth Century $ that 
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they Bill pradlifed the infamous Tenets of 
their Founders, that they believed the Me- 
tempfychofis, &c. Though we cannot con- 
fider him as an Eye Witnefs of all which 
he defcribes, we mull however conlider him 
as a Witnefs of what paffed, of what was 
faid, of what was believed, and of what was 
read, by the Literati of thofe Times ; and 
his Book may be regarded as a choice Frag- 
ment, or Extradl of many Books or Re- 
lations, the greater Part of which never 
came down to us, and the Reft (whofe 
Names are generally mif-fpelt) are known to 
the prefent Age only by Hear-fay. (6) But 
the chief XJfe which I wilh to make of the 
Book, is to confirm thofe hike-warm and 
indifferent Chriftians, in the Principles of 
that holy Religion, which they make Pro- 
feflion of ; and to combat the Errors and 
Impenitence of the Jews, by their own 
Weapons. Who will not be aftonilhed and 
feiled with a religious Fear? Who will not 
be affedted with Compaffion and Indig- 
nation, by a Difcovery of the Ignorance, 
Blindnefs, and Puerility of the Teachers of 
that People, who were once fo cherilhed, and 
highly favoured by the Almighty ; who were 
once entrufted with the Oracles of divine 
Truth, and are now fo difperfed, fo afflidfc- 

D ed, 

(6) The two or three laft Pages contain the Subftar.ee of, 
-an Hebrew Pamphlet, printed 1774, by Order of the So- 
ciety for .promoting Chriftian Kn®wledge» 
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ed, and tormented *, yet, who, amidft their 
manifold Misfortunes, are ftill the fame llifF- 
necked People, feeding on Chimeras and 
ridiculous Delufions, comforting themfelves 
with vain Hopes and delufive Expectations, 
chufing rather to difbelieve the Father, than 
believe on the Son, and to be at the greateft 
Pains to mifconftruCt and obfcure the Law 
and the Prophets, rather than fubmit to be 
faved in that way, which the God of their 
Fathers has appointed. (7) How alarmingly 
is the following Oracle fulfilled in you, ye 
wandering Sheep of the Houfe of Ifrael! 
This Book will be read by many of you, 
to you therefore, I now addrefs myfelf. — 
Stay yourfelves, fays the Prophet, and won- 
der ; cry ye out and cry, they are drunken, 
but not with Wine* they flagger, but not 
with ftrong Drink. For the Lord hath 
poured out upon you the Spirit of deep 
Sleep, and hath clofed your Eyes : the Pro- 
phets and your Rulers, the Seers hath he 
covered. Therefore, behold,. I will pro- 
ceed to do a marvellous Work among this 
People, even a marvellous Work and a # 
Wonder : for the Wifdom of their Wife 
Men fhall perilb, and the Underftanding of 
their prudent Men fhall be hid. “ It is 
now above feventeen hundred Years fince 
“ you have been removed into all the King- 
doms of the Earth, without a King, 
** without a Sacrifice, without an Altar, 

“ without 
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6t without an Ephod, and without Tera- 
** phim ” What is the Reafon of this your 
long and deplorable Captivity ? confult the 
Records of your own Hiftory, and you will 
there find that your Fathers for the mod 
perverfe Rebellion and Apoftacy, were only 
punifhed with feventy Years Captivity ; and 
even during that Time, God fent his Pro- 
phets, by whole Preaching they were called 
to Repentance, and comforted with the 
Promife of Deliverance. But how differ- 
ent, alas ! is your prefent Situation ; well 
might ye fay, we fee not our Signs, there 
is not one Prophet left, neither is there 
among us any that knoweth how long. F rorn 
all which you muft reafonably conclude, 
that there is fome particular and heinous 
Sin lying upon your Nation, on Account of 
which the God of your Fathers has become 
your Enemy. And what can this Sin be, 
but your having crucified and flain you- 
having rejected and ftill continuing to rejedfc 
that Prophet, whom God, according to his 
Promife, and your own Defire, raifed you 
up from among your Brethren, like unto 
Mofes, even Jefus of Nazareth, the Saviour 
and true Mefliah, befides whom, none ever 
arofe, who could anfwer that Charafter j 
none who was like him, a Lawgiver and 
Mediator of a Covenant between God and 
Man ; none like him in all the Signs and 

D 2 Wonders 

Ifa. 29. 9. 10. 14. Hof. 3. 4, Pfal. 74. 9. 
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Wonders which the Lord fent him to do* 
His Blood, according to the Requeft of your 
Fathers lies on you their Children, there- 
fore hath God punilhed you with this long 
and perpetual Captivity, and nothing but 
your Converfion to the Truth, as it is in 
Jefus, will be the Means of your Deliver- 
ance. Ye Men of Ifrael, How long will you 
fight againft the Truth? How long will you 
refill its fhining and convincing Power ? 
fearch your own Scriptures with Impar- 
tiality and devout Attention ; compare 
them with the Life of Jefus, written by 
four unexceptionable Hiftorians, and you 
will clearly fee that the Prophecies of the 
Meffiah are undoubtedly fulfilled in him*, 
you will be convinced that Jefus of Na^ 
fareth is the Perfon,, to whom you will 
find yourfelves obliged to have Recourfe j 
and having in vain looked for others, 
to look upon him for Hopes of Deliver- 
ance. For according to the Teftimoniw 
of your Prophets, the Sceptre was not 
to depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver 
from between his Feet, until Shiloh carnet 
and unto him was to be the Gathering or 
the People : the Glory of the latter 

Houfe was to be greater than that of the 
former, for the Lord, even the Meflenger 
of the Covenant, was fuddenly to come to 

his? 

Deut, x8. iS. — 34.. 11.— .18. 19. ib. 
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his Temple: he was to be born of a Vir- 
gin, at Bethlehem Ephratah j and to grow 
up before the Lord as a tender Plant, and 
as a Root out of a dry Ground, having no 
Form nor Comelinefs, but defpifed and re- 
jeded of Men : he was to preach good 
Tidings unto the meek, was to bind up the 
Broken-Hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the 
Captives, and the opening of the Prifon to 
them that were bound : he was to be a Stone 
-refufed of the Builders, but to become the 
Head-Stone of the Corner : he was to be 
fold for the Price of thirty Pieces of Silver: 
one of his own familiar Friends, who did 
eat of his Bread, was to lift up his Heel 
againlt him * He was to give his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that 
plucked off the Hair 3 and not to hide his 
Face from Shame and Spitting : He was to 
be numbered among the TranfgrefTors, 
though he had done no Violence,, neithe 
was any Deceit in his Mouth : His Enemies 
were to part his Garments among them, 
and caft Lots upon his Vefture : They were 
alfo to give him Gall for his Meat, and 
Vinegar in his thirft to Drink ; and not- 
withstanding the Malice of his Enemies, he 
was to make Interceffion for them : He was 
to be pierced, to be cut off out of the Land 



Gen. 49. 10. Hag. 2. 9. Mai. 3. t. Ifa. 7. 14.. Mic- 
5. 2. Ifa. 53. 2. 3. and 61. 1. Pfal. 118. 22, Zee. 11. 12. 
Ifa. 50. 6. Ifa. 53- Ja. 9. Pfal. n. j8 . 
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of the Living, and to be buried ; but, hav- 
ing poured out his Soul unto Death, he was 
not to be left in the Grave, but was to fee 
his Seed to prolong his Days, and the 
Plcafure of the Lord was to profper in his 
Hand : He was to go up on high, and to 
lead Captivity captive ; to lit at the right 
Hand of God, until all his Enemies Ihould 
be made his Footftool. The Spirit was to 
be poured out upon his Servants : He was 
to ftand for an Enfign of the People, to 
whom the Gentiles Ihould feek ; the Hies 
were to wait for his Law, and he was to be 
for Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth* 
Men and Brethren, we know that Jefus 
crucified hath been the great {tumbling. 
Block which has lain in your way, to pre- 
vent your coming to him as the promifed 
Meffiah. But you plainly fee, from the 
Prophecies before mentioned, as you like- 
wife may from many others, that he muft 
have been put to Death, otherwife he could 
not have been the Meffiah r For he was ap- 
pointed by the Grace and Mercy of God to 
be the Propitiation for the Sins of Mankind. 
On him the Lord laid the Iniquities of us 
all : He bore our Griefs and carried our 
Sorrows, He was wounded for our Tranf- 
greffions, He was bruifed for our Iniquities, 
the Chaftifement of our -Peace was upon 

him 



Pfal. 69. 21. Tfa. 53.9. 12. Pfal. *5. j „ 1Q{ 
Pfal. 68. 18. Pfal. no. I, Joel 2. 28. XI, 10, Ifa. 
4: . 4. lfa. 49. 6. 
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film, and with his Stripes we are healed.. 
He was the only true and effectual Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the World, of whom 
all the Sacrifices of old were but Types and 
Figures. For it was not poflible that the 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats fhould take 
<away Sins ; and therefore the Ufe of 
Sacrifices under the Law, was to atone for 
ceremonial Defilements, or at mod for Sin& 
of Ignorance and Infirmity ; whilft no Ex- 
piation was provided for prefumptuous 
Tranfgreflions. An Atonement for thefe 
could be made only by that Sacrifice, which 
was of infinitely greater Value in the Sight 
of God* than thoufands of Rams, the 
precious Death and Sufferings of the Meffiah, 
who, in the fullnefs of Time, was to be 
cut off* but not for himfelf. Allowing, 
however the great Efficacy of thofe Sacri- 
fices which were offered under the Law, 
you have them not to fly to for Refuge : 
they have long ceafed among you, and 
left you deftitute of any certain Hope that 
God will accept your Repentance, and blot 
out your Mifdeeds. Your Law exprefsly de- 
clares that it is the Blood that maketh atone- 
ment for the Soul : if then you are without 
Hope in the Blood of Chrift, who was to 
caufe your Sacrifices and Oblations to ceafe, 
where eife will you feek for the Propitiation 
of your Sins in your laft Hour, when you 
are about to leave this World, and going to 

ap. 

Ifa, 5. 5. 6i Num. 15. 3o,_Dan. 9. 26. 
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appear in the Prefence of a righteous God, 
who will bring every Work into Judgment, 
with every fecret Thing, whether it be good 
or whether it be Evil ! When Rabbi Joc- 
hanan Ben Zachai was fick, his Difciples 
came to vifit him, and when he faw them 
he began to weep. They faid to him, Rab- 
bi, the Light of Ifrael, the right hand Pil- 
lar, the ftrong Hammer, wherefore doft 
thou weep ? He anfwered them. If they 
were carrying me before a King of Flelh and 
Blood, who is here to Day, and to morrow 
in the Grave * who if he were angry with 
me, his Anger would not laft for ever ; if 
he put me in Bondage, his Bondage would 
not be everlafting ; if he condemned me to 
Death, that Death would not be eternal ; 
whom I could footh with Words, or bribe 
with Riches. Yet even in th^efe Circum- 
ftances I fhould weep ; But now I am going 
before the King cf Kings, the holy and 
the bleffed God, who liveth and endureth 
for ever and ever ; v/ho, if he is angry with 
me, his Anger will laft for ever ; if he puts 
me in Bondage, his Bondage will be ever- 
lafting ; if he condemns me to Death, thafc 
Death will be eternal ^ whom I cannot footh 
with Words, nor bribe with Riches : When, 
further, there are before me two ways, the 
one to Hell and the other to Paradife, and 
I know not to which they are carrying me. 
Shall I not weep? “ Berachoth, Fol. 28.. p. 2.. 
In this State of Uncertainty will you all live, 

and 
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and in Defpair will you all die, unlefs yous 
fpeedily lay hold on the Skirts of that Jew* 
Jefus Chrift the righteous, who is the only 
Propitiation for your Sins. Be ye therefore 
no longer ftiff necked as your Fathers were, 
but yield yourfclves unto him, that you 
may at length find Deliverance out of all 
your Affli<5tions ^ be reinstated in the Favor of 
God ; be Partakers of the ineftimable Be- 
nefits and Privileges of the new Covenant, 
and that we may altogether become at lafb 
csne Fold, under one Shepherd, Jefus Chrifi: 
the righteous. Many of you are almoji , if 
not altogether Chriftians, your Lives and 
A&ions declare it in Spite of yourfelves ; I 
hope the Day of your Redemption draweth 
nigh, you have my beft Willies for the fpeedy 
AZcomplifhment of it ; for my hearty De- 
foe and Prayer to God for Ifrael is, that 
they may be faved. Gratitude will not 
permit me to conclude this Diflertation with- 
out thanking my numerous and very re- 
mediable Subfcribers, for enabling me to 
teach Rabbi Benjamin the EnglifiiLanguage, 
and in Order to perpetuate their good 
Opinion, humbly requeft that they will 
not partially anticipate greater Things of 
the Tranflation, than the Nature of the 
Original will admit of, left, upon Enquiry, 
that trite Adage, 

Parturiunt Montes , nafcetur rUiculus Mas* 
Be applied to their much obliged, 

and very humble Servant, 

B. G E R R A N S. 




TRANSLATION 



OF THE 



Hebrew Preface. 



CjjT’H I S Book contains the Relations (i ) cf 
a certain Man of the Kingdom of Navarre , 
named Rabbi Benjamin , Son of Jonah of fa- 
de la. (2) ( may his Name be had in Honor 
among Pofterity.) This Man y as it appears in 
the following Memoirs , by one continued Journey , 
travelled over a great many of the moji remote 
Countries , and wherever he came 9 he took down 
in Writing , whatever he either faw , or heard 
from the Mouths of thofe Men , who deferved 

Belief l 

(1) I tranflate 13 DP 31310 Relations, or Stories 
related by Benjamin to his Acquaintance, after his fup- 
pofed Return. From which it appears that the Writer 
ef this Preface, whoever he was, did not think that o«r 
Author ever publilhed his Travels during his Life-Time, 
nor even that they were publilhed from his original Papers; 
but that the Book was made up after his Death, by thole 
Jews to whom he had related his Adventures. 

(*) Tudela is a City of the ancient Kingdom of Navarre, 
fubjeft to the King of Spain, pleafantly lituated on that 
Spot, where the Queiles empties itfelf into the River Ebro *, 
43, or according to others 58 Miles fouth of Pampelona, 
and 54 North ot Saragoda. It is walled, and has feveral 
Churches and Convents, with a (lately Bridge over the 
Ebro. 
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Belief', wbofe good Report (3) haa already 
reached the Land of the Sephardim . He like - 

' wife makes mention of many Princes and il- 
lujlrious Perfonages , who dwelt in the different 
Places which he came to : all which Things he, 
at his Return brought back with him to Caftile, 
in the Tear (\) 93 3, (Or 1173 of the Chrif- 
Uan TEra.) The abovementioned Rabbi Benjamin , 
was moreover a Perfon of fine Parts, keen . Pe- 
netration, and found Judgement, and well ac- 
quainted with the Law. Ajter the mojl critical 
and impartial Enquiry , it appears, that the 
Words of his Mouth , were the W ords of Sober- 
nefs and T ruth : for he was a true Man. 



(3) Thofe who were not only celebrated in their own 
Country, but whofe Fame, had reached the Ears of his 
Brethren in Spain. Thus in the Syriac Verfion of 

y 

the New Teftament, Mat. 4. 44. cnol WicA*] And his 

m 

Fame ( was noifed abroad, See. The modern Jews 
-call Spain the Land of Sepharad ; France the Land of 
.Zarephath, or Zorphath; Germany the Land of Afhkenaz. 
They call the Greeks and Turks, Javanites and Togar- 
mains, or Defendants of Javan and Togarma 5 and pre- 
tend to derive their Authority from Gen. 10. & Obad. v. ao. 

( 4 -) — 933* 1 ° which as the Cuftom is among them, the 

n 

ihoufands are omitted ; to which they add pSP which is 
an Abbreviation of aisp according to the fmalleft 
Computation. We copy their Example, and even exceed 
<hem, when we fay, or date our Letters in the Year ?3,&c. 



T H E 




THE 

TRAVELS 

O F 

Rabbi Benjamin, 

O F 

( 5 ) LAUDABLE MEMORY. 



C HAP, I. 

Rout from Saragojfa , to Marfeilles , by the Way of 
Beziers , Montpelier , Lunel , and Beaucaire . 

^ | \ HUS faith Rabbi Benjamin, Son fif 

1 Jonah, of laudable Memory. I fat oat 
upon my T ravels from ( 1 ) SaragolTa, and 
had an agreeable Paflage on the River Ebro to 
Tortofa^ from whence I went in two Days to 
Tarracone, which is the modern Tarragona , an 
ancient City near the Sea, built by the GiaiSl 

and 

u . 

(5) or 173^37 Which is ufually tranflated 

of happy, pious, laudable, or bleffed Memory, accorcBffi 
to the Dignity and Importance of the Saint or RaWt 
alluded to. 

( i ) Saragofa, or SaragolTa, in the Kingdom of Arragon, 
was by the ancient Romans named Caefar Augufta, fro® 
Augultus Caefar the Founder : yet if we may credit P fo# 
he was rather the Beautifier and Improver, than the Foum| 
er, for he tells us that this City was formerly called Si* 
duba, Amne lbero affufa. JPlin. 1. 8. c . J 
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(2) and Javanites ; the Buildings of which are 
not to be equalled in all the Land of Sepharad. 
From hence you go, in two Days to Barcelona ; 
where you find a holy College of wife and pru- 
dent Men, who have among them mod excellent 
Prefidents and Rulers, namely Rabbi Sefath, 
Rabbi Schealthiel, R. Solomon, the Son of 
R. Abraham, the Son of R. Hhafdai, of 
happy Memory. This is a fmall yet elegant 
City, fituated on the Sea Shore, and as it 
lies very convenient for Trade, is frequented by 
Merchants from all Parts, particularly from the 
Land of Javan, which is Greece ; Pifa Genoa, 
Sicily, Alexandria in Egypt, from the Land of 
Jfrael, and all the Confines thereof ; from hence 
you go in a Day and half to Gerunda, the mo- 
dern Girona y in Catalonia , where you find a 
fmall College of Jews. Three Days after you 
leave Gerunda, you arrive at Narbonne, which 
City is the (3) chief of the Law, and from thence 
the Law flows or is communicated to all Countries, 
Here you find mod excellent Rabbis, men of 
princely Rank ; the chief of whom is R Kalo- 
nimus, Son of the great princely R. Theodore, 
of blefled Memory, who according to his own 
Genealogy, is defeended from the Stock and 
Lineage of David: this Man has large Po£ 
feflions and Farms, which have been given him 
fcy the Lords of that Country, and which No- 
body can take from him. Among thofe of the 
firft Rank mud like wife be reckoned R. Abra- 
ham, Head of the Sanhedrim, likewife R. 

E Machir 

(t) Giants, the original Word is Q’pJ# Anakin, or Sons 
of Anak (fo called from a Chain or Collar, which he 
wore about his Neck) who is fasd to be the firft Parent and 
Propagator of the Race of Giants after the Flood. 

_ (?) Chief of the Law, &c.] So called, not for its An- 
tiquity, but for the Dignity and Importance of the Rabbis, 
who then redded in it. 
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Macbir, and R. Jehuda, and many other Dif- 
ciples of the wile Men like unto (4) them ; there 
lived in this'Place, about this Time, near three 
hundred Jews. (5) Bedras lies (6) four Paralangs 
from this Place, where there is a College of (7) 
the Dilciples of the wife Men, the chief among 
whom are R. Solomon Halaphta, and R. Jofeph, 
Son of R. Nathaniel of pious Memory. Leaving 
Bedras, you go in two Days to Montpelier, ,(8) 
a Place well adapted for Trade, about two Pa- 
ra fangs 

(4.) Like unto them r\ Not equal, but bearing Tome Re- 
femblance. The Phrafe (fays C. L’Empereur) is taken 
from Geh. ii. 18. and 20. 

(5) The original Word is which from the Rout 

our Author is fuppofed to take, can be no other than 
Beziers in France. 

(6) Four Parafangs, or fixtcen Miles. — Concerning Pa- 
ralangs, See. fee the Diflertation- 

(7) By this Phrafe, which . 1 have tranllated Difciples of 

the wife Men. Enquirers after Wifdom. Philofo- 

phers, Sec. -He does not mean Boys, or young Men only; 
butthofe of more advanced Years, who were able to teach 
others. As the Greeks ftiled themfelves Lovers of Learn- 
ing, or Philofophers ; To the Jews called themfelves Dif- 
ciples of the wife Men. 

(8) The Hebrew Name is 11 or the Mount of 
Trembling. This Name is given to a Place in the Holy 
Land, to the North of Jofhua’s Burying-Place, which 
Mount, the Jews tell us, Ihook and trembled, becaufe die 
Children of Ifrael did not mourn enough for Jolhua. 
Ptolemy calls it AyuSn IIo^j Latin Writers, Mons 
Peflulanus. Our Author, by keeping too clofe to the 
Scripture Names of Places, frequently becomes dbfeure, 
and fometimes unintelligible. Montpelier, at prefent, be- 
fides its Univerfity, and Schools of Medicine, boafts a 
Royal Academy of Sciences ; which is compofed of fix 
honorary Members, three Phyficians, three Aftronomers,. 
three Mathematicians, three Chymifts, and three Botanifts. 
—The great Rabelais was of this Univerfity ; and his 
Gown and Cap are ftiJl preferved, with a kind of religious 
Veneration, and ufed in the Ceremony in conferring the 
JDegree of Doftor, 
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rafangs from the Sea, much frequented by great 
Numbers of Edomites and IlhmaeliteyS from every 
Quarter. FromAl Erva, which is Algarve, Lom- 
bardy from mightyRome, Egypt, Palelline, Greece, 
Spain, and England, together with the Genoefe 
and Inhabitants of Pifa, i'o that there are to be 
found here Men of all Nations and Languages; 
There are in the fame Place, the mod famous 
Jewifh Philofophers of this prelent Age, the 
chief of whom are R. Reuben, the Son of Theo- 
dore, and R. Nathan, Son of R. Zacharias, a Ho 
R. Samuel, their Principal ; laftly R. Schelemji, 
together with R. Mordecai, of happy Memory, 
Some of them are very rich, and are therefore 
very bountiful to their poor Brethren, hofpitably 
entertaining them, and manfully ftanding in the 
Breach (9) for all thofe, who place themfelves 
under their Protection. (10) Lunel is four Pa- 
rafangs from hence, where there is a holy Col- 
lege of Ifraelites, who ftudy the Law Day and 
Night. Here fbme Time ago dwelt our great 
Rabbi Mefchulam, of happy Memory; and .in 
the fame Place live his five Sons, who are great 
Philofophers and very rich, i. e. R. Jofeph, R, 
Ifaac, R. Jacob, R. Aaron, and R. Afher, a de- 
vout Man, who being feparated (11) from all 

E 2 worldly 

(9) The original phrafe is taken from Pfalm 106, 23, 
which we read in our Tranflation,— “ Had not Mofes his 
chofen flood before him in the Breach. 

10. Lunel. Baratier tranllates, — Trois Parafanges, three 
Parafangs. Though all the Copies read four. 

(xi) Separated) &c.] By which he means that Rabbi 
Afher was a Phan fee, who exceeded in Severity and Mor- 
tification, the Reft of that Order, for I do not find that 
they were forbidden the Ufe of animal Food. — Rabbi Na- 
than in Aruch, commenting on the Word unis tells us, 
it was one who feparates himfelf from all Uncleannefs, 
and from polluted Food ; and finally from the common 

People 
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worldly Bufinefs, ftudies the Law Day and Night 
( mortifying ) and afflidVing himfelf very much, 
and never eating Animal Food. 1 his Man is 
well fkilled in the Talmudic Writings. Here 
you likewife meet with that great R Mofes Giflo, 
and R. Samuel (Hhafan) (12) R. Solomon (13) 
the Prieft, with R. Jehuda (14) the Phyfician, 
the Son of Tibbon the Spaniard, all the Jews 
who come ;o this Place to be inftrudted in the 
Law from the mofl diftant Countries are kindly 
received, and fupplied with Food, Cloaths, &c. 
at the publick Charge. They really are wife 
and holy Men, diligent Obfervers of the Pre- 
cepts ; always ready to aflift and protedl their 
Brethren, whether Neighbours or Foreigners, 
7 'his Place contains about three hundred Jew? 

(whom 

People, who were carelefs and indifferent in the Choice of 
their Viflinls. As the Jews looked upon this Name in a 
very honourable Light, fo St. Paul, in his Epiftle to thf 
Phil. 3, 5. fpeaking of the Jewilh Do&ors, tells them 
that he was in no wife their Inferior in thofe Things which 
were honourable and advantageous among them, but wa» 
yotTct vo[/.ov tyccgtccuos as touching the Law a Phanfee. A fi* 
jnilar Paffage occurs, A£ts 26, 5. 

(12) The Word means a Reader, a Preacher, School- 
mafter, fometimes a Profeflor in fome College ; and Cod. 
Ivlaccoth, ch 3. par. 12, an Executioner. 

(13) Solomon .] He is commonly called by the Jews, 
’t£ : l i. e. Rabbi Solomon Jarchi (or rather Jerachi) 
from the City Lunel, which takes its name from li*w 
Jareach, Luna the Moon. He is alfo called Rabbi Solo- 
mon Ifacides, from his Father’s Name. He died Anno 
Domini 1105, together with his Dilciple, who compofed 
thofe Prayers, called, ll?nO or the Circle, which contain 
many bitter Inveftives again ft Chriftians in general, and 
the Church of Rome in particular. This is one of Benja- 
min’s Errors in Chronology, for was dead long 
before. 

(14) R. Judah, &c. He was the Father of that Rabbi 
Samuel, who tranflated the More-Nebochim of Mairaoijides 
out of Arabic, into Hebrew. 
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(whom may the Rock and Redeemer of Ifrael 
preferve.) This Town lies two Parafangs from the 
Sea. Poticaires or Bcancaire , a very large T own, 
is two Parafangs from hence, in which are near 
forty Jews, and a celebrated Univerfity, govern- 
ed by that excellent ProfefTor, R. Abraham, Son 
of R. David, of happy Memory, defervedly cele- 
brated for his good Deeds, his profound Know- 
ledge in the Talmud as well as Scriptures. His 
Fame is fo great, that Pupils retort to him from 
the moft diflant Countries for Improvement in 
the Law, who find with him every Accommo- 
dation neceffary to accelerate their Studies, and 
all who are indigent are provided for according to 
their Wants (he being very rich) from his own 
private Purfe. Here are other Philofophers, 
like wife in this Place, namely R. Jofeph, I'on of 
R. Menahem, R. Benbenfchath, R. Benjamin, 
R. Abraham, and R. Ifaac, Son of R; Mofesr, 
of happy Memory. The Town of Nogres 
(which is alfo called ^{^*7 pTQ Borough of 
Giles) lies about three Parafangs from Poticaires, 
Here dwell about a hundred Jewifh Philofophers, 
'the* chief of whom- are R. Ifaac, Son of ,R. 
Jacob, R. Abraham, Son of R. Juda, R. E1I- 
ezer, R. Ifaac, R. Mofes, and R. Jacob, the Son 
of the great R. Levi of blefled Memory. This 
Place is frequented by Jews from various Nations, 
and Iflands, being not above three Miles diflant 
from the Sea, on the very Banks of the great 
River Rhone; which wafhes the whole Province. 
Here dwell. R. Abbi-Mari, a Man of princely 
Rank, and R. Ifaac of blefled Memory, Praefedl 
to the G.overnor Damon. Three Parafangs be- 
yond this Town lies the City of Arles, in which 
ate two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are 
R. Mofes, R, Tobias, R. Ifaiah and R. Solo- 

E 3 mon, 
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mon, the great R. Nathan, andR. Abba-Mari, 
of laudable Memory. From Arles you go in 
three Days to Marfeilles, in which are many 
very illultrious and wile Men, inlbmuch that 
there are two Synagogues in it ; containing near 
three hundred Jews each, one of which is rather 
low, as to its Situation, and hangs over the Sea, 
Shore, the other is likewile near the Sea, but 
fituated exceeding high on a Fortrefs, containing 
a venerable College of the Dilciples of the wife 
Men, R Simeon, the Son of R. Antoli, R. 
Jacob, his Brother, and R. Lebaro, are Govern- 
ors of the higher Synagogue, and R. Jacob 
Phirphieno, a very rich Man, R. Abraham and 
his Son-in-Law R. Meir, R. Ifaac, and that 
other Meir, of laudableMemory, prefide over the 
lower This Maritime City is very famous for 
its Commerce. 



CHAP. II. 

From Marfeilles^ through Genoa , Pifa, and Lucca , 
to Rome y with fame Account of the lajl mentioned. 
City. 

Tj'ROM (i) Marfeilles you embark for Genoa, 
* another maritime Town, and get there in 
about four Days. Here live two Jews, R. Samuel, 
the Son of Celam, and his Brother, they are Na- 
tives of Sabatha (which is the modern Vadi) 
and good Men. The City is encompalfed with 

a Wall, 

(i) Marfeilles ] A very ancient, large, rich, and populous 
City in France, fituated on the Coaft of the Alediterranean 
Sea, where it has a fafe and fpacious Harbour, about 
Leagues fiom Aix to the South, and fourteen from Arles 
t» the South Baft, 
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a Wall, fubjedt to no King, but governed by 
Senators, who are appointed by the common 
Suffrages of the People. All the Inhabitants 
have Turrets on the tops of their Houfes, from 
whence in Times of civil Commotion, they 
make War upon each other. The Genoefe are 
Lords of the Ocean, having a great Number of 
light, nimble Ships called Galleys, which are 
perpetually fcouring the Seas for Plunder and 
Spoils, which they bring back to Genoa. They 
are at War with the People of Pifa, who live 
about two Days Journey from hence. This 
City is very large, ornamented with ten thoufand 
Turrets, from which they annoy their Enemies, 
and. defend them&lves, in Time of civil Com- 
motions, like the Genoefe. The Citizens are 
brave Men, lubjeft to no King or Prince what- 
ever ; but are governed by Senators of their own 
chilling ; there are about twenty Jews in it, the 
chief of whom are R. Moles, R. Hajim and R. 
Jofeph, of laudable Memory. The City has no 
Wall round it, and is four Miles diltant from the 
Sea, but has a navigable River, for the con- 
venience of their Veffels, which runs into the 
very City. Lucca (where there are about forty 
Jews) lies four Parafangs from Pifa, it is a large 
City : the moil eminent of the Jews, who re- 
fide here are R. David, R. Samuel, and R. Jacob. 
From hence you go in fix Days to that mighty 
Rome^which is the Metropolis of the Edomites ; 
about two hundred Jews refide in this City, 
honorable Men, who pay Tribute to no Power 
whatever : many of whom are in the Service of 
Pope Alexander, who is a very great Prince, 
and chief of the Edomitifh Religion ; here are 
likewife to be met with fome very great Philo- 
fophers, the chief of whom are the great R. 

Daniel, 
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Daniel, and R. Jehiel, the Pope’s Minifter, a 
handfome young Man, wile and prudent j who 
frequents the Pope’s Palace, beingchief Steward 
or Manager of his Affairs. This Man * is the 
Defcendant of R. Nathan, the Author of yr\V 
Aruch, together with the Commentaries, k. 
Joab, Son of the great R. Solomon, R. Menahem, 
Head of the Academy, R. Jehiel, who lives on 
the other bide of the Tyber, and R. Benjamin, 
the Son of R. Schabtai, of laudable Memory* 
are all Men of Note and Eminence. Rome is 
divided into two Parts, between which the Ty- 
ber runs in fuch a Manner, as to afford the' 
Traveller an agreeable View of both Parts of the’ 
City, from the River. In the Primer Part is the 
great high Place, (2) called Peter of Rome, 

likewife 

(a) All the Commentators and Tranflators have grofsly 
mifunderftood this Paffage. C. L’ Empereur renders rt03 
Bamah, by Templum, and Baratier by Eglife. Tho’ the 
Place alluded to is undoubtedly St. Peter’s Church, and 
rlo other, yet the impenitent Benjamin never meant to ho- 
nor any Chriltian Edifice with that Epithet, much lets St. 
Peter’s, but called it an high Place, meaning an idolatrous 
high Place, as Bamah fignifies in the SS. when 

the infpired Writers fpeak of, or allude to, the ido- 
latrous Places of Worlhip of the ancient Ifraelites, and 
their Neighbours, from whom they borrowed thofe fuper- 
llitious Cuftoms, &c. tOWD is again tranllated St.. 
Peter’s, but ffb Shel, which is here rendered by the Word 
Saint, is only a Sign of the Genitive Cafe, for the Jews never 
honor Chriftians with that Title, but are very liberal of it 
to the Saints of the Old Teftament. Thus Benjamin, 
when fpeaking of Abraham, Elijah, Samuel, &c. writes 
CD “CK SaintAbraham,n'?K ulu SaintElijah VxiU’tf oiKT 
Saint Samuel. 

The Arabian Geographer of Nubia calls Rome one 
of the Pillars ol the Nazarenes, by which he means Chrif- 
tians. He aftei wards fays it was the greatelt ; that the reft 
were Antioch, Alexandria, and Jeru/alem. 

To the Name of Peter the fame Author adds that of 
Paul. 
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likewife the Palace of Julius Caefar, the Great* 
with many Edifices and publick Works, which 
are not to be equalled by any in the whole 
World. This City, including thofe Parts which- 
are inhabited, and thofe which are in Ruins, oc- 
cupies a Space of Ground of about twenty-four 
(3) Miles in Extent : it contains the fourfcore 
Palaces of fourfcore Kings ; who for their Know- 
ledge of their own Law, are called Emperors* 
from the Reign of Tarquin, to the Reign of 
Pipus (4) the Father of Charles, who was the firfl 
that fubjedfed all the land of Sepharad to his 
Authority, and drove out the Ifhmaelites There 
is to be feen without Rome, the Palace of Titus j 
who was rejedfed by 300 Senators, for his Difb- 
bedience, having fpent three Years in the biege 
of Jerufalem, which was one Year more than 
they had decreed for that Purpofe. Here is like- 
wife the Palace of the Emperor Vefpafian, 

iJuaj SaaLo!! JoJS * 

fcjfk* vJi 1 — $3 

V 2$jLo s<XA 

r <lsiba Vi 1 ■ Q y*,l^i 

“ Within the City is a large Church, dedicated to the 
“ Apoftles Peter and Paul, who lie there in two Sepulchres. 

“ The Length of the Church is three Hundred Cubits. The 
“ Pillars of it are of molten Brafs, and the Walls are like- 
" wife covered (or wrought over) with yellow Brafs.” 

(3) 'Twenty four ] The Arabian Geographer fays nine 
Miles. But this may eafily be reconciled, by considering 
that he comprehends only that Part of Rome which was 
inhabited, while our Author takes in both that which was 
inhabited, and that which was laid wafte. 

(4) Pipus, He means Pepin the Father of Charlemain, 
whofe Hiftory is too well known to need a Comment in 
this Place. This, together with the Account which Ben- 
jamin gives us of Titus, See. (hews us how little the Jews 
were acquainted with Hiftory, 
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which has the Appearance of a Citadel or For- 
trefs, and is a very large and fubftantial Build- 
ing. To this may be added the Palace of the 
Emperor Galbin, (5) which has three hundred 
and fixty Halls, or as fome read towers in it, in 
Imitation of the Days of the Year, being alto- 
gether about three Miles in Circumference.There 
was once a very Moody War in this Palace* in 
which were {lain upwards of a hundred thouland 
Men, whofe Bones are hung up unto this Day 
and in order to make fucceeding Generations ac- 
quainted with the Particulars of this ancient 
War, the whole Tranfadlion was, by the King’* 
Command, reprefented on all fides of the Palace, 
where you may fee Army oppo fed again!! Army.,. 
Men with their Horfes and Armour pourtrayed 
in curious Sculpture. There is likewife in the 
fame City a fubterraneous Cavern, in which are 
to be feen fitting on their Thrones, a King, his 
Queen Confort, and about a hundred of .their 
Nobility, curioufly embalmed, which remain 
unto this Day. In the Bafilica of Stephen, (6) 
near his Image, and in the high Place, are two 
brazen Pillars, built by King Solomon, who refts 
in Peace ; on each of which thefe Words are 
engraved. Solomon the Son of David. The 
Jews who live there, told me that every Year, 
on the Ninth (7) Day of the Month Ab, the fweat 
flowed from thefe Pillars like Water. There 

(5) Galbin. He means Galba, who fucceeded Nero. 
Tb is Error may have crept in through the Carelefihefs or 
liafte of fome Scribe. 

(6) Stephen. The Word is written DK'u perhaps from 
a Corruption of the French Efliene, to which Pronunciation 
B. had been accudomed. 

(7) The Jews have a Tradition to account for this. On 
the ninth Day of the Month Ab, the Ifraelites were over- 
thrown in the Wildernefs ; and on a fimilar Day the Houfe 
of the San&uary was burned with Fire. 
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likewife is a Cave, where Titus the Son of Vef- 
pafian laid up the Veflels of the holy Temple, 
which he brought away from Jerufalem. There 
is another Grotto or Cavern, on a Hill near the 
River Tyber, where the ten juft Men are (8) 
buried of Ludable Memory, who are called the 

Martyrs 

(8) Martyrs of the Kingdom, Or, as the Phrafe majr 

he more literally tranflated, Slain of the Kingdom, were 
(as the Jews inform us) thofe who voluntarily devoted 
themfelves to Death, for the Glory of God, and the Wel- 
fare of the People. The learned Buxtorff fays, they were 
fiich as laid down their Lives for the Prefervation of the 
Jewilh Kingdom ; but as the Jews at that Time had neither 
Kingdom, nor Republic, it will be more rational to 
fuppofe, that as they called Rome by way of Eminence, the 
Kingdom, fo they called thefe ten Men alluded to, the 
Slain of ^the Kingdom, becaufe they fuffered underthe Ro- 
man Government. The Firft of thefe Saints, according to 
.Rabbi David Gantz, was Rabbi Simeon, Prince of Il'rael, 
Son of that Gameliel, who was St. Paul’s Tutor, and 
Grandfon to that Rabbi Simeon, who took our blelfed Sa- 
viour in his Arms in the Temple, Luke 2, 28. The Se- 
cond was Ananiah, Sagan of the High Prieft. Both fell 
during the Siege of Jerufalem, or very foon after. The 
Third was Rabbi Ilhmael, Son of Elilha, a very handfome 
man,; fo beloved ’tis faid, by the Emperor's Daughter, that 
flie ordered the Skin of his Face and Head to be taken off 
.after his Death. He was put to Death fome Time after 
^he former. The Fourth was Rabbi Akiba, Son of Jofeph, 
he “fell A. D. 120, for acknowledging Bar Coziba for the 
Mefliah. His Flefh was raked from his Bones with Iron 
Combs ; during which he incelfantly repeated (Deut. 6, 4) 

Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one Lord.” The 
Fifth was Judah, whofe Body was pierced through like a 
Sieve, with three Hundred Arrows. The Sixth was Ana- 
niah, Son of Tardion, burnt together with a Book of the 
Law. The 7th was Hotzphat-Hammetutgeman, or the 
Interpreter. The 8ih was Rabbi Jilhchab, the Scribe; he 
was eaten by Dogs. The 9th was Eliezer, Son of Scha- 
moah, Matter of Judah the Saint. The joth is uncer- 
tain, fome fay Juda, Son of Tema ; others Eliezer, Son 
of Dama. 
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Martyrs of the Kingdom. In the next place, 
fronting the Lateran Image, or John of Lateran, 
is a Statue of Samfon holding a Stone Globe in 
hb Hand : Ablalom the Son of David, and the 
Em^ eior Conitantine, who built the City Con- 
flanti a ; which, after his Name, is called Con- 
ftantinople. The Emperor and. his Horfe are of 
Brafs, but were originally covered over with 
Gold. There are .alfo many other grand 
Buildings, and public Works at Rome, whicli 
no Man can deicribe. 



•hi 
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From Home, through Capua , Puzzuolo , Naples, 
Salerno and other Parts of the Kingdom of 
Naples , to Corfou. 

/^APUA, a great City, lies four Journies from 
Rome It was formerly built by KingCapys: it 
is (i ) extremely neat and elegant, but by Reafbn 
of the Badnefs of the Waters, very thinly in- 
habited : Yet it Contains near three hundred 
Jews, dome of whom are very great Philofo- 
phers, and Men of Note in all Places : the chief 
of whom are R. Konpaflb, and R. Samuel, who 
are Brethren, betides R. Zaken, and that great* 
Rf David, of happy Memory, whom they caH 

our 

(O This Place deferves all the Praife, which our Author 
gives it in Spight of the badnefs of the Water. The 
Xuxunes of Capua, were the ruin of Hannibal, and hit 
victorious Army .—i ronafemper Civitas in Luxuriant non i*- 
gemorum modo Vitio — Sed affluenu Copia Vcluptatum, & IU 

lecebns cm, us Amosmtatu maritima terrejiriaue . Li<v, Uecad. 

a 1. 3 . c, 4. ' 4 
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our Prince. Leaving Capua, you go on to (2) 
Puteoli, or Puzzuolo , formerly called Surento, a 
large City, built by Tzintzan-Hadarezer, when 
he fled away for Fear of King David, who 
refts in Peace. This Place was once nearly de. 
flroyed by an Inundation of the Sea, which 
broke in upon each Side of it. And even now, 
the Traveller may fee (in the Water) Tower-. 
Forums, &c. which were originally in the mil- 
die of the City. From that fame Place a Foun- 
tain flows, where there is found an Oily matter, 
commonly called Vitriol, wdiich the Inhabitants 
collect from the Surface of the Water, and me 
in Medicine. Here are alfo hot Baths, which 
arife from a Spring on the Sea Shore. Two of 
thele Baths are much frequented by People af- 
fiidted with a variety of Complaints ; who rind 
by that means their Health improved, and their 
Pains at leaft alleviated, if not perfectly cured, 
all Sorts of Patients from Lombardy flock here 
in the Summer Seafon. From hence the Traveller 

S urfiies his Journey for fifteen Miles under the 
lountains ; the Contriver of this Work was Ro- 
mulus, who built Rome, and made thefe Places, 
when he was apprehenfive of an Invafion from 
David, King (3) of Ifrael, and Joab, his Captain 
of theHoft. T here are alfo other Works (of the 
like Nature) which he built both above and be- 

F low 



(a) Haderezer’s founding Puteoli, which our Author 
confounds with Surentum is pleafant enough, and ftrongly 
points out to us the romantic Notions of the Age in which 
tie lived. In z Sam. 8. this Prince is called Hadad* 
ezer, in Chron. 1. & 18. Hadarezer, which may ealily 
be accounted for by a miftake in tranfcribing 1 Daleth for ”> 
Relh, or, *1 Refh, for 1 Daleth. How many fuch Errors 
may have crept into the facred Writings, in Matters of 
far greater Importance ? 

(3) Another grand Proof our Author’s Ignorance of 
Cbsonology and Hiftory in general. 
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low the Mountains of Naples ; which well for- 
tified City is fituated on the Sea Shore, and was 
originally built by the Javanites ; near'fjve 
hundred Jews refide in it : among whom are R. 
Ezechias, R. Schallum, R. Elias, the Prieft, and 
R. Ifaac, of happy Memory, a Native of Mourit 
Hor. From hence you go in one Day to Salerpho, 
or rather Salernt ^ where there is a College of 
Edomitifh Phyficians, together with about fhfc 
hundred Jews; thofe among them, who excel in 
Wifdom, are R. Juda, Son of R. Jfaac, the ce- 
lebrated Rabbi Melchifedec, Siphonath, ot 
Siponto, R. Solomon the Prieft, R. Elias, the 
Javanite, R. Abraham, of Narbonne, and laftfy 
R. Thim’mon. The Town is defended by a 
Wall on the fide of the Continent, the other 
Part hangs over the Sea Shore; and it has for 
farther Security a Tower ftrongly fortified on the 
Summit of a high Hill. Melfi, or Amalfi, is a 
half Day’s Journey from Salerpho, w-here there 
are about twenty Jews, among whom are Hana- 
neel, the Phyfician, and R.'Elifha, together with 
Abu Algid, the magnificent, of happy Memory. 
The Gentiles who inhabit that Part of tfl6 
Country are Merchants, who travel to different 
3'arts with their Merchandize : they never fow 
their Ground, but provide all Neceflaries with 
Money (which they gain by Traffic.) Though they 
live in the high -Mountains and Summits of the 
Rocks, yet they abound in Wine and Olive 
Vineyards, Gardens and Orchards, nor are any 
People able to contend in War with them 
From hence you go in one Day to Benevento, a 
greatCity, fituated upon a certain Hill or Moun- 
tain, not far from the Sea, where there are near 
two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are R. 
JCalonymus, R. Zera, and R. Abraham, of laud- 
able 
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able Memory. You then go in two Days to 
Malchi, in the Region of Apulia, in which 
there are great Plenty of Beans. The chief 
Men, among the two hundred Jews, who live 
here, are R. Ahimaaz,R. Nathan, and R. Tz - 
dok : Afcuii is one Day’s Journey beyond it. A- 
mong the forty Jews who live here, R. Kontilo, 
his Sonin Law R. Tzemah, and R. Jofeph, of 
laudable Memory, are the mod celebrated. Trani 
is two Days Journey from hence, it lies very 
near the Sea: here Travellers embark for Je- 
rufalem, becaufe the Haven or Port is the 
molt commodious for that Purpofe. Here you 
find a College of near two hundred Ifraelites, 
the chief of whom are R. Elias, R. Nathan, 
the Preacher, and R. Jacob. The City itfelf is 
elegant and fpacious. Michael De Bar, formerly 
a great City, lies about a Day’s Journey beyond 
this Place, it was deftroyed by William, King of 
Sicily, and is at prefent inhabited neither by 
Jews nor Gentiles, from hence you go in half a 
Day toTarento, (4) the beginning of the Kingdom 
qf Calabria, where the Inhabitants are Javan- 
iles. It is a great City, in which there are about 
three hundred Jews, fome of whom are very 

f reat Philofophers ; the moft eminent are R. 

laii, R. Nathan, and R. Ifrael. Barnedis is a 
Day’s Journey from hence, it lies near the Sea ; 
in which there are about ten Jews, who are Dyers 
of Purple. Otranto, (5) a Town fimilar in Si- 
tuation, lies twoDay’s Journey from hence upon 

F 2 the 

(4) Tarento .] He calls this the beginning of Calabria, 
and the Inhabitants Javanites, or Greeks, becaufe the 
Greeks founded many Cities in Italy ; from whence it was 
called Magna Graecia, which name Calabria retained after 
all the Reft had loft it. 

(5) This is fuppofed to be the of Ptolemy. 
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the Shore of that Sea, which wafhes the Land 
of Javan, here are about five hundred Jews ; the 
molt eminent are R. Menahem, R. Caleb, R, 
Meir, and R. Mali. Crofling the Sea from hence, 
after a two Days Voyage, you reach Okrophus, 
ox Corfu, (6)where there is only one Jew, namedR. 
Joleph. This Place is reckoned hitherto to be- 
long to the Kingdom of Sicily. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ft om Corfu , through Greece and Walachia , to Con - 
Jiantinople. 

jpROIYI Corfu, after a PaflTage of twoDays, you 
* come toLabta, (i) the beginning of the King- 
dom of Emanuel, King of the Javanites ; it is 
a Village, in which there are about a hundred 
Jews, the chief of whom are R. Schelaja, and 
R. Hercules: Achilon (2) lies two Days Journey 
beyond it ; here are about ten Jews ; the prin- 
cipal of them is R. Schabtai. From hence you 
go to Natolicon in half a Day. This Place is 
lituated upon an Arm of the Sea, From Natoli- 
con ) you coaft it along in one Day to Patras, a 
City which belonged to Antipater, King of the 
Javanites, who was one of the four Kings who: 
ifucceeded Alexander. Here are to be feen large 
and ancient Buildings, and here ,are a Ho about 
fifty Jews j thofe of moft note are R. Ifaac, R. 

Jacob, 

(6) The great Scaliger fays this Ifland belonged to Sicily 
in oar Author’s Time. 

(1) C. L’Empereur reads Larta, and Baratier fuppofes 
it to he the modern St. Maure. 1 r 

(7.) Read Alcipus, vid. C. L’Empereur, ibid. 
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Jacob, and R. Samuel. Frorp this Town you 
have about a half Day’s Voyage to Lepanto, 
or the ancient Naupaflus, where there are about a 
hundred Jews, who dwell on the Sea Shore ; the 
ipoft eminent are R. Gizri, R. Schallum, and 
R. Abraham, of happy Memory. From hence 
you go in a Day and half to Cours, or CrilTa, 
where there are two hundred Jews, who are the 
foie Inhabitants of Mount Pa rnaffus : who low 
and reap in their own Inheritance ; and have for 
their Rulers R. Solomon, R. Hhajim, and R. 
Jedaja. From hence you go in three Days to the 
Metropolitan City of Corinth, (3) which con- 
tains about three hundred Jews, the chief of 
whom are K. Leo, R. Jacob, and R. Ezechias; 
you then go in three Days, to the great City of 
Thebes, here you find about two thoufand Jews, 
who are the mod excellent Manufacturers of 
Silk and Purple in all the Territories of the Ja- 
vanites ; among whom are fome very learned 
Men, who know' more of the Milhna, andTal- 

F 3 mud* 

( j) Corintb.'] The modern Gereme, fituated between? 
the Bays of Lepanto, and Engia, fifty Miles Weft of 
Athens. 

The Buildings are not now contiguous, but intermixed 
yrith Fields and Gardens, which makes it look like a Vil- 
lage ; the Caftle is fituated on a high fteep Rock above it, 
of very difficult Accefs. The Country about it abounds 
with Corn, Wine, and Oil. From the Caftle, there is one 
of the fineft Profpeils in the World, having the Sea in full 
View on the Eaft and Weft, and -a fine Country North and 
South. The narroweft Part of the Iftbmtis is about fix Miles 
over, and on a Mount there, called Oneius, were anciently 
celebrated the Ifthmian Games : There are ftill the Ruins 
of a Town about it, and of Temples dedicated to the Sun, 
Neptune, Diana, Pluto, Ceres, and Bacchus, and fome Re- 
mains of the Wall built by the Lacedemonians, crofs the 
Ifthmus, from Sea to Sea, to fecure the Peleponefian Pe- 
ninfula. 
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mud, than any of the prefent Age. The mol! 
eminent are the great Dodtor R. Aaron Cutai, 
and his Brother R. Motes, R. Hija, R. Elias 
Thirtino, and R. Jodfan, who are not to be 
equalled, but in the City of Conftantinople. 
From, this Place you go in one Day to iEgriphou, 
(4) a great City near the Sea, much frequented by 
foreign Merchants from everyQuarter and Corner 
of the World. There are about two hundred 
Jews in it, whole Rulers are R. Elias Pfalteri, 
R. Emanuel, and R. Caleb. To Jabufterifa is 
another Day’s Journey, it is a maritime Town, 
where there are about a Hundred Jews; the chief 
are R. Jofeph, R. Samuel, and R. Nathanja, 
Robinica is a Day’s Journey diitant from hence, 
where you find about one hundred Jews, who 
are governed by R. Jofeph, R. EJeazer, and R. 
Ifaac, from whence you go in one Day' to Sinoi* 
Potmo, in which there are about fifty Jews; the 
Chief Rulers of whom, are R. Solomon, and 
R. Jacob. This is the beginning of Walachia-, 
the Inhabitants of which dwell in the Mountains, 
and are called after their Country, Walachians, 
they are as fwift as mountain Goats, and make 
frequent Defcents upon the Javanitifh Terri- 
tories, for Spoil, and Plunder, none are able to 
contend with them in War, nor can any King 
fubdue them. They obferve not the Religion of 
the Nazarenes, and give themfelves Jewifh 
Names. - From whence fbme afTert that they 
are Jews, that they call the Jews their Brethren, 
and that when they meet with any of our People 
they rob, but never kill them; as they do the 
Javanit.es. Upon the whole, they are a fet of law- 
kiS People. From thence you go in two Days 

to 

(4) This Egriphou, fays Bara tier, is ihe City ©f JSVrflW 
l oat,, which die Inhabitants call Egri .- os. " e 




